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DISCOURSE, 

ly^^^  *  ApDRESSED  TO  THE  {/ 

Sons  of  Liberty^  | 

At  a  solemn  AssEtoLr,  near  Liberty*  ^ 
Tree j  in  •Ms3em&?3  February  N 


:  PROVIDENCE,  in  NSW-TSNGLAND  :  V 
rnn:c4  and  fold  by  Sarah  an.l  WiujA^odftftfiS'  ? 


A  DISCOURSE,  addrefs'dto  the  Sons  of  Liberty; 
at  a  solemn1  Assembly,  near  Liberty-Treb>  in 
PROVIDENCE.  >  ;  4^' 

Brethren,  trajly  and  well  beloved  j 

&3c$ft  H  E  caufe  of  Liberty,  in  this  her  day  <5f 
fy  T  trial,  has  been  committed  to  your  care* 
sH  &  and  it  is  with  lingular  plejtfure  that  I  ob- 
>8(3fi£$£  fervCj  whilft  you  gp  on  to  maintain  fler  im- 
portant interefts,  your  fidelity  to  your  Prince,  and 
your  love  of  decency  and  good  order,  in  refped  'of 
your  fellow-fubjeds,  has  not  been  leffened  or  abated  i 
Your  refentment  has' been  pointed  altogether  againlt 
wicked  men' and  wicked  meafures-,  and  that  you  may 
be  the  better  direded  in  your  purfuit  of  them,  give 
me  leave  to  point  them  out  to  you,  and  put  you  un- 
der the  direction  of  a  guide  fo  infallible  as  that  you 
fiiall  not  be  miftaken.  ... 

The  facred  books  of  fcripture,  although  pnncir 
pally  intended  to  dired  us  in  our  fpiritual  concerns, 
are  not  wanting  in  the  beft  admonitions  about  our 
temporals  :  The  infpired  writers  have  therein  foretold 
the  great  wafte  that  would  be  committed  in  the  world 
by  monfters  in  the  fhape  of  men,  who  under  a. pre- 
tence of  governing  and  protecting  mankirnWrave 
enflaved  them  -,  and  I  think  the  wolves  of  ourlkys 
are  fo  plainly  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  13th  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Revelations,  that  I  crave  your  atten- 
tion whilft  I  hold  up  the  pidure  to  you,  and  leave 
you  to  judge  of  the  likenefs,  and  this  I  mail  do  by- 
attempting  a  p  arap  hrafe  on  fome  verfes  of  that  chap- 
ter, beginning  with  the  £rft* 


(   4  ) 


And  I  flood  upon  the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  fair 

€t  a  beaft  rife  up  out  of  the  fea,  having  feven  heads 
*'  and  ten  horns,  and  upon  his  horns  ten  crowns." 

,  This  defcription,  my  brethren,  lets  before  our  eyes 
tfie  wicked  Earl  of  Bute*  the  firft  contriver  of 
all  our  miferies ;  you  may  fee  upon  the  map  a  little 

-defpicable  ifle  in  the  fea,  Vv  eft  of  Scotland,  from  whence 
fie  rofe  his  feven  heads  are  fo  many  capital  polls  or 
offices,  which  he  fucceffively  held  and  executed,  an4 
the  crowns  upon  them  denote  that  he  was  royally 
appointed  to  them     As  to  his  horns  they  foon  dip 

^appeared,  for  by  the  help  of  a  monftrousxail,  which 

-The  ufed  very  flippantly,  and  which,  for  decency  fake, 
could  hot  be  mentioned  in  holy  writ,  he  foon  muff- 
led them  from  offhis  own,  and  fixed. them  upon  the 
iieadsof  honefter  men. — "  And  upon  his  heads  the 
,cc  name  of  blafphemy  that  is,  the  odious  name 
of  Stuart \  fo  fatal  to  England^  and  Englifimen. 
{  "  I  proceed  to  verfe  the  3d.---"  And  I  faw  one 

,c^of  his  heads  as  it  were  wounded  to  death  and 

"»fc  'his  deadly  wound  was  healed  :  And  all  the  world 
wondered  after  the  beaft."    Now  you  cannot  but 
remember  that  this  fame  man  was  at  the  head  of  the 
treafury,  and  no  doubt  but  he  expe&ed  to  make 
money  there  ;  but  alas  for  him,  he  was  difpiaced, 

Syid  in  that  he  received  a  deadly  wound ;  but  then 
■we  find  his  wound  was  healed  :  It  was  fo  •„  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  the  balfam  and  dreffings  came 
"from  France,  at  the  time  of  the  laft  peace,  and  coft 
•us  a  better  iftand  than  that  from  whence  he  role. 
3yt  the  whojc  -^sprld  wondered  after  him,  yes  Eng- 
land wondercdySttett/  wondered,  and  you  know  we 
•wondered,  anj  «plwonder,  that  he  had  not  been 
fcanged  long  agGi  - 

\  dp  on  to.  verfs  the  5th. — And  there  was 
.O  .   ■««  given 


•*  given  unto  him  a  mouth  fpeaking  great  things 
**  and  blafphemies  and  power  was  given  unto  him 
<c  to  continue  forty  and  two  months."  I  need  not 
put  you  in  mind  how  he  boafted  and  bluftered,  and 
what  he  faid  and  did  unto  the  God-like  Mr.  PITT  * 
but  the  time  of  his  continuing  in  power  is  extremely 
remarkable,  forty  and  two  months,  that  is,  three  years' 
and  an  hahyexaclly  the  time  in  which  he  accom- 
phfhedhis  mifchief  and  retired,  leaving  usa  fueceflbr* 
if  poflible,  worfd  than  himfeif,  who  I  now  proceed  to 
point  out  to  you  in  the  prophecy. 

In  verfe  the  i  ith,  it  is  thus  written  "  And  I 
**  beheld  another  beait  coming  up  out  of  the  earth  5 

,  •*•  and  he  had  two  horns  like  a  lamb,  and  he  fpake  as 
16  a  dragon."— Verfe  1 2th.— "  And  he  exercifeth  all 
"  the  power  of  the  firft  beaft  before  him."  I  dare 
fay  that  there  is  not  a  man  amongft  you  but  ftands 
ready  to  cry  out  here  is  George  Grenville,  the  enemy 
of  God  and  of  all  good  men,  who  came  to  power  with 
all  the  outward  marks  of  meeknefs,  but  as  foon  as 

.  he  was  poffeft  of  it,  he  fpake  like  a  dragon,  as  he  is, 
and  laid  all  his  Majefty's  good  fubjeds  oiNorth- Ame- 
rica were  rebels  ;  yes,  my  brethren,  the  'beaft  called  a 
people  rebels,  whofe  mterefts,  both  civil  and  religious, 
as  well  as  their  inclination,  attach^  them,  to  hisMajef- 

.  ty's-rOyal  perfon,  and  whofe  anceftors  were  devoted 
to  the  interefts  of  his  iHuftrious  family,  ever  fmcc 
their  happy  acceffion  to  the  throne  if  her  wants  to 
find  rebels,  let  him  look  back  upon  his  Own  family. 

But  let  us  examine  a  little  further  what  are  the 
exploits  of  this  beaft,  and  what  was  he  to  do : — Verfe 
i  <ith— "  And  he  caufeth  all,  both  fmall  and  great, 

0  "  rich  and  poor,  free  and  bond  to  receive  a  mark  in 
«  their  right  hand. — 1 7th-— And  that  no  man  might 
'ic  buy  6t  fell,  fave  he  that  had  the  mark."  Here, 

my 


jmy r  beloved  brethren,  he  brings  forth  the  Stamps Aft% 
that  mark  of  flavery,  the  perfection  and  fum  total 
of  all  his  wickedneis  ;  he  has  ordained  that  none 
imbngft  us  (hall  buy  or  fell  a  piece  of  land,  except 
his  mark  be  put  upon  the  deed,  and  when  it  is  de- 
livered, the  hands  of  both  buyer  and  feller  muft  in- 
fallibly become  branded  with  the  odious  imprefiion : 
I  beieech  you  then  to  beware  as  good  chriftians  and 
lovers  of  your  country,  left  by  touching  any  paper 
with  this  impreffion*  you  receive  the  mark  of  the 
heafiy  and  become  infamous  in  your  country  through- 
out all  generations.— -But  thanks  to  God,  our  good 
King,  in  his  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  did 
not  call  us  rebels,  and  hath  dhmified  this  monfter 
from  his  fervice,  fo  that  we  have  nothing  more  to  fear 
from  him. 

Brethren,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  confolation  to 
tis,  that  under  thefe  our  trials  we  have  friends  as 
well  as  enemies  at  home  but  thofe  who  appear  for 
us  are  of  two  forts,  and  may  be  diftinguilhed  under 
the  appellations  either  of  real  patriots,  who  enter 
into  and  defend  our  interefts  becaufe  we  are  in  the 
right  thefe  as  their  views  are  not  lucrative,  and 
themfelves  not  under  the  influence  of  gain,  we  may 
rely  on  them  and  think  ourfelves  fafe  under  their  ad- 
vice.— Others  there  are  whofe  religion  is  trade,  and 
-whole  God  is  gain  •,  "thefe  take  upon  them  cur  con- 
cerns becaufe  they  traffick  with  us,  and  would  model 
us  upon  a  plan  calculated  for  their  own  interefts 
rather  than  for  our  welfare ;  it  is  indifferent  to  them 
whether  we  are  freemen  or  flaves,  fo  that  they  can 
pluck  our  feathers  ;  it  was  one  of  thefe- who  wrote 
over  that  he  defpaired  accomplifhing  a  repeal  of  the, 
Stamp- Ath  and  the  opening  our  Weft-India  com- 
merce, and  thinks  it  rftfeht  be  beft  to  fubmit  to  the 
£   .  former, 
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former,  if  we  could  fucceed  in  the  latter— A  emft 

S  on  his  fel&fh  policy  ;  if  there  .s  a  wretch  crawW 
nf  upon  the  foil  of  Nortb-JmericMo  can  approve 
oAhis  advice,  it  is  no  matter  how  foon  he  was  put 

trade  in  the  world  to  us,  it  we  are  taxed  up  to  the 
who  e  proht  of  it !  If  it  was  found  that  we  could 
fcbOtt  under  the  prefent  tax,  another  would  foon  .b* 
'  Hon  •  this  is  putting  bread  m  a  man's  mouth,  and 
™emn*  a vein,or cuffing  an  artery,  to  let  out  h,» 
hean"  Mood  while  he  is  eating  if ;  the  good  offices 
of'uch  people  may  oceationally  be  ufeful,  but  wdl 

Ittinfat  a  table  between  two  ffiarpers  the  one  » 

^roff  to  fe5Pboth,Pfo  that,  they  cannot 
^gree  to  divide  them,  but  are  contending  who  fliall 
tfke  the  firft  game  with  their  cully  But  what  t 
S^thUd  difcover  rhei^fign,  r^vett 
keep  better  company,  and  take  up  ms 
cAow  they  would  ^>g~* 

what  burthens  ^^r^y  V^^  £ 
our  bcft  b  frier  agamft  uavery  ,  w 
enough  for  the  prohr of  has 
that  we  begin  to  ^efor-^3:    ^  happy 
done  in  part  wwt^*-~--p  «.  a  11 

/J/  r 
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jpeoplc,  by  giving  us  a  land  capable  of  furnhW 
whatever  is  neceffary  for  us ;  but  we  have  wantonly 
defpifed  the  gift,  and  trafficked  fo  long  abroad  for 
what  could  be  found  at  home,  that  we  are  upon  the 
point  of  felling,  like  Efau,  our  valuable  and  inefti- 
mable  birthright  for  a  mefs  of  pottage. 

«  Brethren,  I  befeech  you,  walk  worthy  of  the 
P  vocation  wherewith  you  arc  called." 


<■  ■  "or* 


Prc-Patria. 
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